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of the curious story, for it began in their own province of Kwang-
tung; but, although the rebellion came to an end soon after its leader
committed suicide in the year 1864, it was still a little dangerous to
talk openly of such treason. The leader of the Tai-ping movement
was a young man who twice failed to secure the first degree in the
state examinations and, thereafter, became fanatically religious.
Styling himself the Brother of Christ, for he had read a few Christian
tracts, he organised religious societies with iconoclastic tendencies.
Then the movement became political, as religious movements in
China commonly do, and developed into open revolt. The leader,
who by this time called himself the Heavenly King, issued a pro-
clamation: "Our Heavenly King has received a divine commission
to exterminate the Manchus utterly, men, women and children with
all idolaters and to possess the empire as its true sovereign. . . ."ls
This mention of the Manchus is the key which explains how such
a crazy business became so important that it laid waste half China,
and was suppressed only when the emperor called in foreign military
experts, notably General Gordon, to lead "The Ever-Victorious
Army". The Manchus came from the three eastern provinces of
China and were considered by most Chinese as almost foreigners.
In 1644 they drove the last Ming emperor from Peking and estab-
lished the Manchu dynasty over ail China. The Chinese made
certain conditions before they accepted the Manchus as their rulers
but, to show their servitude, all Chinese men wore their hair in a
long queue after the Manchu fashion. In many ways the Manchus
ruled China well but by the middle of the nineteenth century, if not
a little earlier, the vigour of the dynasty was on the wane, corruption
set In at court, and the regime became very unpopular.
What an historian has called "the ever-present desire of the great
bulk of the Chinese people to see the last of the Manchus"1*
was capitalised by the Tai-ping leader and although the rebel-
lion was crushed and bloodily avenged, this was done only with
foreign aid. The Tai-ping rebels were nicknamed "the long-hair
rebels" because they gave up the queue and wore their hair loose,
in foreign fashion. What made the Tai-ping rebellion significant
long after its suppression was that it so nearly succeeded in over-
throwing the hated Manchus. To Tai-cheong and his "doctrinal
friend" it was of interest, also, because it began as a movement to
destroy the superstitions of idol worship and stood for social re-
forms that struck the Western-trained young men as highly desirable
and by no means impossible of attainment.